TRAVELLERS’ LETTERS. 


I had a most glorious time in Canada, and saw a lot in the 
short time. I sailed on the 6th of August, and landed at 
Quebec on the 15th. We had had a delightful passage ; and 
who do you think I met on board, and who also happened to 
be in the same cabin ? Miss Moore. You will all remember 
her. We were delighted to meet. She was much the 
same as ever. I saw a good deal of her at the beginning, 
but afterwards she turned out to be a bad sailor, and 
had to stay down below a good deal. She was going 
out for a few months to stay with her brother, who 
is farming near Winnipeg. Quebec is a dear old-world 
city, with enormously steep streets. The people are mostly 
French. I was fortunate in being invited to a ball given by 
the Covernor-Ceneral at the Citadel, which is on a steep 
cliff overlooking the St. Lawrence, which, by the way, is 
grand beyond our insular conception. The Citadel carried 
me back to the days of Wolfe and Montcalm and other 
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1 did there. Simply because I was an English girl I was 
mandated with invitations, and had a thoroughly go^d time 
generally If ever I go back, Montreal is certainly the city 
which I should choose to live in. The people are absolutely 
charming and so unconventional, it was quite refreshing. 
I sailed for home on the 25th of September, and I must con- 
fess that I was very sorry to sight the Irish' Coast on October 
3rd. I had had the best time of my life, and it was depressing 
to think of work! However, I started at once with only 
a day s respite, and I am now quite settled down again to 
a work-a-day world, and I hope still to derive a good deal 
of pleasure from my visit to Canada by looking back upon 
it. It was really strange that in going out I should meet 
an ex-student, and in coming back there was actually an old 
school-friend of mine on board ; she had been living with a 
soldier-brother in Bermuda, and we had not seen each other 
for nine years. We gazed at each other for about i£ hours; 
I then went and enquired of one of the stewards the name 
of this particular lady, and we had a thoroughly good time 
together coming home, as neither of us were ill at all. I am 
very sorry to hear about Miss F. Armitage. I had so hoped 
to see something of her. I do hope our dear mother-lady 
bird has as many pupils as she wants. The Cro t, my 
friends, is a most ideal place, and my brother and I spent 
a few delightful hours there. 

Yours sincerely, 

DAISY HUGHES-JONES. 
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[From a letter sent by the brother of one of the Students . ] 

“ Butiti, Toro, 

“via Uganda Mombasa, 

“ East Africa, 

“September 17TH, i Q0 2 

“ My Dear y 

“ I am just where the termites or white ants most abound 
This part of the country is dotted ail over with the red heaps 
of earth filled up by the industrious little workers, but it is 
also too true that they have many enemies. Among these 
are a large species of black ants (about finch long), which 
go out in organised bands to forage for termites. Birds love 
the luscious, creamy-white morsels; but man perhaps is 
their most deadly foe. I have lately suffered myself from 
ravages of termites, my tent bag and the mats on my floors 
having been eaten full of holes. One old church which we 
recently pulled down, was full of them, and they ate the 
woodwork in all directions. Nothing in a house is safe from 
them, and there is no cure, but one, viz., to burn down the 
house, a remedy rather worse than the disease. The natives 
eie are very fond of one species of termites (not the 
e: rue ne ones), which they catch in the following manner: 
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“ But I must not only talk about the country ; the work 
is the most important subject. I am now stationed at the 
capital of one of the provinces of the kingdom of Toro, taking 
charge of the work in four provinces, or sazas, as they are 
called here. My “ parish ” is about 80 miles by 60 in extent, 
and there are about 12 — 15 out-stations manned with native 
teachers. We could find stations very easily for as many 
more, but the Church in Toro is very young yet, and there 
is so much ground to be covered, while we are sending 
missionaries also to the neighbouring kingdoms of Bungoro 
and Ankole. Ought not the Church of England to be 
ashamed of her lethargy ; here is a little native church, only 
six years old, sending out and supporting nearly 200 teachers 
in Toro itself, and about 20 more to the two countries 
mentioned, which lie north and south respectively. Yet all 
the centuries of the Church of England’s age have not yet 
taught her the true wisdom of scattering abroad in order 
that she may increase at home. And think what this little 
nation is doing to evangelise others in comparison to Eng- 
land’s huge population. As King Daudi Kasagama remarked 
when he heard that over 20,000 had perished in t le . 
African war,— 4 Why that would be the whole of my people . 

“ We have many signs that God is blessing our work here 
in the most unexpected places, often whete no \v nte 1 
ever been, one comes across men and women who have begun 
to learn, iho can perhaps repeat the Lord’s Prayer , andjho 
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food, goats and shells, expand marvellously under the 
fertilising rays of God’s Holy Spirit, and become new 
creatures both inwardly and outwardly. Yet these people 
need our prayers very sorely ; heathenism still ‘ lurks in 
the thievish corners of the streets,’ waiting to reclaim its 
victims, and temptations come with terrible force to one 
only lately released from the bonds of its terrible slavery 
The worst horrors of the days of the old heathen kings have 
been swept away by the British occupation, the horrors of 
Kabalega, King of Bunyoro, who every time he left his house 
had a man killed at the doorstep that he might smear his 
face with the warm blood as omen of a lucky journey ; the 
horrors of Mwanga, of which readers of the ‘ Gleaner ’ have 
lately been reminded by Mr. Mullin’s sketch of Uganda 
history. These outer horrors are things of the past, but the 
superstition that bred them still lives in many, many a heart, 
lingers still in some who are baptized Christians, as we are 
now and again reminded by sad backslidings. Pray then 
for these people, that the terrors of Satan’s myrmidons whom 
once they worshipped, may no longer possess them ; that 
those who come for baptism may know Jesus in their heart 
of hearts as the one true Saviour and Friend ; that those 
who are appointed to lead and teach their fellow Christians 
may be filled with the Spirit. 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“A. L. K. M 
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“To Miss Hodgson. 

5, Eldridge Road, 

“ Dear Madam, " Croyden - 

As ? wrole Miss Geldart, I shall be at all times pleased 
to identify any British plants for you or any of your friends 
or students, &c. 

I cannot hope to supply Mr. Geldart’s place, as such men 
are rare ; but I will do my best to assist in any way in any 
Botanical matter. 


“ I am particularly interested in the flora of East Anglia— 
the Fen and Broad flora; and have been making notes on 
the decreasing species of our flora for some years, with a 
view (some day!) of an Historical Account of our Flora; 
but time is short, and there is so much to do with the Life 
Histories of nearly all our British species, that one feels it is 
so little one can do. 

“ Yes, I should like to see the Nature Note Books you 


name. 

“ Some day, if you can spare time, you might let me have 
a London catalogue marked with the British Plants you 
want, as my own collection is practically complete, wanting 
only a few varities, and I have many duplicates which it is 

always a real pleasure to dispose of. 

“ I ought to say I do not profess to know other than 

flowering plants. I have never had time to work at Crypto- 
grams, so beautiful as some of them are-as the mosses. 

•• I am also particularly interested in the £££*£ “ 
flora, and if any of your students &c can *nd examples 

hitherto found in that county I shall be muc 0 

<< Vnnrs truly, 


